
AFFIRMING MINISTRY COMMITTEE 
 

2015 Annual Congregational Meeting Report (ACM) 
 

Committee Members:  Fran Forsberg (Chair), Ann Burton, Dorothy de Bruijn, Marc 
Trottier (resigned Jan., 2016), Shane Tyler.  Associate Members:  Doreen Reid, Dolores 
Brock.  (Note:  our Associate Members do not attend meetings but assist in some 
activities). 
 
Affirming Ministry Purpose:  to promote the integration of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and two-spirited people (LGBTT) into our own church community and the 
broader community, and to promote justice and inclusion for other marginalized 
individuals and groups.  
 
Committee Activities and Accomplishments in 2015: 
 
1.  Promoting the integration of the LGBTT community in the life and outreach of 
the church: 
- we  continue to do Affirming Minute presentations during the Sunday Worship Service  
approximately every other week.  These presentations are designed to inform and 
educate the congregation regarding issues and concerns of people who are 
marginalized within Canadian society.  Although the majority of our Affirming Minutes 
(75%) are about the lived experience and challenges of LGBTT people, we also strive to 
talk about Canada's indigenous peoples and their struggles, as well as those living in 
poverty. 
 
- Saskatoon Affirming Ministries (SAM):  Shane Tyler is our new representative to this 
group which includes all the Affirming United Churches in Saskatoon.  Thanks to Marc 
Trottier who represented us until February, 2016. 
 
- we continue to participate in Saskatoon's annual Pride Week.  This year, the 
Saskatoon Affirming Ministries (SAM) float won First Prize!  We also assisted with an 
ecumenical worship Service held on Pride Parade morning, and provided staffing for the 
Affirming Ministries booth at the Pride Community Fair.  We donated money towards 
production of a new SAM banner to be used in future Parades. 
 
- we  obtained permission for  gender neutral washroom signs on the two single stall 
bathrooms in the church building.   
 
- we  contributed money towards the fabrication of a Parade Banner for SAM, which will 
be used in future community events to advertise Saskatoon's Affirming churches. 
 
-Marc Trottier represents our church with an ecumenical "Gay-friendly Churches" group.  
 
 
2.  Activities in the Community: 
- Breaking the Silence:  several of our members attended this annual conference about 
gender diversity at the University of Saskatchewan.    Fran Forsberg was the 
speaker/resource person for a session on "Advocating for Gender-diverse Children".  
(Note:  at the conference this year, Fran will lead a session on Camp Caterpillar.)  We 
also hosted the Saskatoon Affirming Ministries display at the BTS Fair.   



 
-  volunteered at Friendship Inn, serving Sunday Brunch. 
 
- set up and staffed a SAM booth in the U. of S. "Tunnel" during Frosh Week. 
 
- Fran Forsberg was instrumental  in establishing "Camp Caterpillar", a summer camp 
for gender diverse children and their siblings.  Fran wrote an article about the first camp, 
held in 2015, for the Signal.  We raised money for this amazing project by volunteering 
to staff the coat check at Diva's, a nightclub catering to the LGBTT community in 
Saskatoon. 
 
- sent a Resolution to River Bend Presbytery asking  River Bend Presbytery and 
Saskatchewan Conference Executive  to write to the Government of Saskatchewan in 
support of Bill 612, which supports Gay-Straight Alliance Groups in Saskatchewan 
schools.  This Resolution was passed by Presbytery. 
 
3.  Upholding  justice for and inclusion of other marginalized groups, including 
Canada's indigenous peoples, those in prison, and people discriminated against 
because of poverty, race, ethnicity, or religious belief: 
- approx. 25% of our Affirming Minute presentations address issues of justice and 
inclusion for marginalized groups as identified above. 
 
- committee members inform the congregation about community events such as Pink 
Day (anti-bullying program in schools), "Hands Across the Bridge" (poverty), Walk for 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Coldest Night of the Year.  Our members 
participate in these events. 
 
What we're working on now:   
- Affirming Ministry Sunday, first Sunday in May 
 
- Aboriginal Sunday (June) 
 
- Pride Week 2016 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Ann Burton 
 
 
 


